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together for the service project. Of
course, it is the incredible efforts
of all the willing volunteers who
made the day a true success. The
work isn’t done yet: improvements
to come include more landscaping
additions and colored lights that
will be placed under the waterfalls
so that the hues can shine through
and illuminate the mist.
Special thanks to all the
volunteers who came out to help
make a difference in our park,
and also to the
VFW Ladies’
Auxiliary
for providing
lunch during
the activity.
Visitors
p a s s i n g
through and
local residents
alike are
invited to relax in the newly
renovated area and are encouraged
to return again to see the progress
to come!

privately through grants and
doesn’t receive any federal or state
funding.
Ruth Simera, Director of
Planning and Development for the
center, explained what Townhall II
is and the services they provide. The
helpline offers immediate help for
those who are in a crisis. The lines
are staffed 24/7 by well-trained
volunteers. The volunteers undergo
a rigorous training program. In
fact, it has been stated that it is
the best in the country and the
training they under-go has been
said to be equivalent to those who
have graduate degrees in the field.
One can reach the center through
the help lines at 330 678-4357
(HELP) or toll free number at 1
866 449-8518.
The free clinic offers free
medical treatment for those who
are without medical insurance,
Medicaid, Medicare or Veterans
AssistanceBenefitsandmeetfederal
income eligibility requirements.
The medical clinic is housed in
Kent. One may call 330 678-3006
for general information about the
free clinic and any other programs
they offer. One can also call to see
if they qualify for services.
Horizon House is another
one of the programs offered by
Townhall II. Horizon House is a
half way house for women over 18
years of age from any county. The
house can assist up to 12 women
at a time and will help them get
treatment for any substance abuse.
They will also help them get

reoriented back into regular life
when they are ready. The half way
house gives priority treatment to
those women who are pregnant.
Other services offered are
HIV testing and counseling. One
may come in and get tested and
when the results come back a
counselor will go over the results
with the client. The center will also
counsel on what to do next and
provide educational services on
prevention, and risky behaviors.
Townhall II offers a variety
of counseling programs on many
issues for all ages, including mental
health. The intensive outpatient
program includes an assessment,
individual and group counseling.
Most of the counseling is billed on
a sliding scale and they accept most
insurance, including Medicare and
Medicaid.
Other services offered at
the center are DUI School for
first-time offenders, Advocacy
for Victims of any violent crime,
and numerous education and
preventative programs, including
but not limited to child violence
prevention, body safety, bullying
prevention, child abuse prevention
for professionals, HIV prevention,
sexual assault prevention and more.
Townhall II is also the rape crisis
center for Portage County More
information on services provided
by Townhall II can be found at
their web site www.townhall2.
com or by calling the helpline at
330 678-4357 (HELP) or toll free
number at 1 866 449-8518.
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N E W T O N FA L L S - L a s t
weekend saw hundreds of
neon-colored ducks converging
upon the waterfalls while the
organizers responsible for their trip
brightened up nearby Veterans’
Park with sunny yellow shirts. This
past weekend, on an absolutely
beautiful fall day, dozens of
military men and women blended
among the brush on those very
same banks hidden in concealing
camouflage.
L o c a l
residents,
city officials,
workers from
Baryak’s Tree
Ser vice and
t roops f rom
Camp Ravenna
joined forces
on Saturday,
cont r ibut i ng
their time and talents to Make a
Difference in their community.
Those involved in the grand
undertaking planted f lowers,
cleared brush and fallen trees,
gathered leaves and trash, and even
did some impromptu rock-surfing
when one of the cliff ledges on
which two troops were standing
gave way and slid the mossy shelf,
with both men, all the way to the
river bank. (They were both fine
and continued right on clearing the
mountainside.)
Mayor Layshock credits the
project’s organizer, Catie KarlMoran, with bringing everyone

PORTAGE COUNTY - When most
of us hear of Townhall II we think
of the helpline. Some may just
say, “Townhall II, who are they?”
Townhall II is more than just a
helpline, they provide services for
those who live in the county and
offer some services to those who
live outside of the county. Townhall
ll has a long history in the county,
first started as two grassroots effort
in 1967, as a hotline at Kent State
University and later developed
a drop-in center in the city of
Kent. The two groups united in
1971 becoming incorporated as
Townhall II /Helpline and later
became just Townhall II. In 1974
a medical diagnosis and treatment
center was added.
The group is located at 155
Water Street in Kent, with a satellite
office located at Renaissance
Family Center in Windham,
however, many of their services
can be done off-site at a public,
place convenient for the client.
The mission of Townhall II is
to “Promote health, wellness
and recovery of individuals and
communities through prevention,
education, advocacy, intervention
and treatment.”
Most folks are aware of the
helpline but Townhall II is more
than just a helpline. They have a
free medical clinic, a halfway house
for women with substance abuse
issues, a DUI School, Victims of
Violent Crime Advocacy Program,
HIV Counseling, testing and
education, alcohol abuse and many
other educations and preventative
programs.
Most of the staff at the center
are volunteers. They do have a
nurse and a medical assistant who
are paid. The center is funded



